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: Spilomelinae) as a sere pest in Al-Suwaih olive groves (Zliten)
Abstract

The economic value of olive production has increased in recent
decades and the raising of global agricultural trades, which
influenced its plantation in Libya. The cultivated area has greatly
expanded by reclamation of lands around cities, planted with the
modern high density, annually producing varieties imported from
Spain and Greece. The changing of planting practice along with
climatic changes might be led olive plants to be highly susceptible to
newly emerging diseases and pests.

In October— November 2021 the gray color of the growing tops
of the trees, death of the new shoots and buds, the death of
attracted the attention of the farmers in Al-Suwaih project.
Examination of infected trees showed pale green larvae feeding on
the lower leaf side leaves the upper epidermis intact, tying the leaves
with silk fibers to feed and hide. The larvae were collected along with

the infected branches and transferred to the laboratory for rearing to
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obtain the adult stage. The emerging adult identified as Palpita

vitrealis (Rossi, 1794), and this is the first report for P. vitrealis
damage in olive trees in Libya.

Since early detection is one of the most important strategies in
the successful management of this pest, the aim of this paper to
highlight the symptoms of the infestation in the field, and provide
some morphological features of the species to aid in its identification
in the field and in the laboratory.

Key words: olive trees, jasmine moth, palpita vitrealis, olive pests
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